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“Converged” Network Structure

All types of wide-area IP (access) networks are following the same structure/layers:
􀂃 Plain link-layer infrastructure for concentrating traffic of individual users (most 
economic)
􀂃 An entity providing an IP address to the UE for access to IP based applications/services
􀂃 Applications being agnostic to the particular infrastructure based on plain IP 
connectivity

Applications Layers

Control Plane; signalling, SIP, IMS

Transport Plane; IP

Access: MAC Layer; link layer

Physical transmission layers;              
radio, fibre, copper 
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More Information

• http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/index_en.htm

• http://ec.europa.eu/research/future/index_en.cfm 

• http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ict/future-networks/

• andrew.houghton@ec.europa.eu
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